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Otherwise his amusements took that sober
form of the Portrnadoc debating society
speeches, or essays for the Eisteddfod, for
which the two brothers wrote a discourse on
the " Cash and Credit System/' They spoke of
credit with a scorn unhappily rare in young
men!
He was no longer any master's man. He
could, if he liked, set up for himself. The firm
for which he had worked all these years had,
indeed, a high opinion of his powers; and they
did not wish to lose him wholly. Mr. Breese,
the head-partner, " a kind master and a thorough
man/3 as David described Mm in his diary,
had died in 1881; but the other partners did
their best to give him a start. They secured
him an offer of a managing clerkship in an
old county firm at Dolgelly. It would have
been a most attractive opening for a man
who wished to follow the safe course in life.
But David Lloyd George was one who preferred
risks. He wished to be the ruler of his own
fate.
He had now practically no one behind him.
The long period of examination and apprentice-
ship had exhausted the slender stores of his
mother and his uncle. He had even to wait
for his first cases before he could purchase the
robes required of a Welsh solicitor before he
could plead in the County Court.
But he still preferred a small independence
to a big dependence. Perhaps he was right.
Probably he had ideas as to the way of conducting
a legal business which would not have always